Title of the course      :             Management of Forests for Rural Development
Course
credit

:
(1.0) 20 sessions

Background:

Forest is one of the major land based natural resources, which has great social, ecological, and economic value. Increasing concern for the environment, particularly in post Rio-summit era, has made sustainable management of forests an important universal issue. The management of forests in India too has undergone many changes to meet emerging local and global challenges. The third forest policy (1988), unlike previous forest policies, has suggested people-oriented participatory forest management approach and NGOs have been recognized as major partner for the same. The participatory approach of forest management, popularly known as Joint Forest Management  (JFM), has been rightly identified and practised as an approach of integrated rural development. Although a proven management strategy, people’s involvement in forest management requires professional skills to make it a reality at ground level leading to sustainable rural development. 

Objectives: -

The participants of this course would be able to -

· understand role of forests in rural development.

· elucidate different approaches of forest management.

· appreciate the concept, and process of peoples participation in forest management

· explain strengths and weakness of  JFM and  SIFM (Self Initiated Forest Management).

· learn relevant skills to implement JFM/ SIFM for rural development in field conditions

	Sl.

no.
	Content description
	No. of 

sessions

	1
	Role/contribution of forests in Rural Development 


	1

	2
	Approaches of Forest Management (Forest Policies vis-à-vis sustainable Rural Development)
	1

	3
	Community initiated Forest Protection
	2

	4
	Joint Forest Management (A viable option for forest based rural development) 
	2

	5
	Implementation of a village based development programme (JFM)

Resolutions/ Committee formation/ Meeting, Minutes recording
	2

	6
	Issues in Development

· Social issues

· Ecological issues

· Institutional issues

· Economic issues

· Gender equity
	5

	7
	Multiplicity of Institutions and development 
	2

	8
	NTFPs and  other forest based entrepreneurship
	2

	9
	Conflicts and their resolution
	2

	10
	Carbon Management for Development
	1


Pedagogy:

Interactive lectures supplemented by case discussions, video films, and exercise to clarify conception details.

An attempt would be made to organise a field visit to any site of implementation.

Evaluation:

As per norms.

