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COURSE OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION:

The course seeks to provide a post-graduate level introduction to Social Research Methods. The study of Social Research Methods emphasizes on acquiring the quality of deeper understanding of the society/economy and the relationship between observed phenomena therein. Needless to mention, that a course like SRM draws its contents from diverse disciplines. Their synthesis is possible only with a deeper insight into their philosophy and common concern. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· To provide an opportunity for the participants to expose themselves to the various theoretical, methodological and empirical aspects of Social Science Research.  

· To help them developing skills to identify research topics, formulate research plans and use suitable tools and techniques in social research.  

· To develop skill amongst the participants to conduct independent research work and understand and appreciate research articles. 

COURSE CONTENT:
The course is visualized in three parts.  

The first part relates to ‘conceptualization’ with emphasis on some theoretical concepts like science and scientific approach, unique features of social science, types of research, measurement of variables etc. The students are required to relate these theoretical aspects to the second part, which is known as ‘operationalization’.

The second part deals with the rationale of instrument designing and use of various tools and techniques including the participatory approaches, which are used in social research.

The third part constitutes a Field Study Report in which various tools will be used including the PRA techniques. The participants are required to conduct a study on a selected topic during their field trip by collecting data from the villages/households in the villages with the help of a questionnaire and participatory methods and submit a report towards the end of the term. The collection of data and preparation of the report will be a group work. The groups will be formed by the Instructor for the field trip.

(The derivation and proofs of formula of the tools is beyond the scope of this course.  Rather it is assumed that the participants have a thorough understanding of the quantitative methods).

The following are the topics which are intended to be covered this course:

	
	Topics
	Sessions

	I
	Conceptualization
	

	
	· Scientific approach to Research & Social Scientific Enquiry – Characteristics of Social Science

· Concept, construct and variables

             Problems & Hypothesis

· Types of Research

· Scale of measurement – some basic concepts,

Reliability  & Validity
	2

1

1

             1



	II
	Operationalisation

(a) Tools and Techniques

· Research Design

· Sampling Techniques and their uses

· Questionnaire Construction

· PRA methods 

(For PRA exercises the participants are required to go to rural area for 3/4 days.  The programme will be chalked out later).


	1

1

1

2

	
	     (b)    Presentation of data and use of analytical tools

Tabulation, Diagrammatic representation & presentation through PRA tools, uses of univariate, bivariate & multivariate tools.  The course will include the uses and application of bivariate tools particularly regression analysis.  Use of multivariate tools will be limited to multiple regression only.
	5



	
	(c) The Research Report (A brief outline)


	1

	
	 (d)    Presentation & discussion at several stages


	4

	III


	FIELD STUDY:

The participants will identify a topic, collect data from the rural areas using both traditional and PRA methods. They will write a Research Report and submit it towards the end of the term. This will be a Group Exercise.
	

	REFERENCE:

There are a number of books on Social Methods in the main XIM library.  However, a book viz. Foundations of Behaviour Research by F.N. Kerlinger is quite handy for the first part of the course.  For the second part any good book on statistics or Social Research Methods will be helpful.  References will also be made during the sessions.  Materials collected from several sources relating to different topics will also be given during the sessions to help the participants in understanding the basics of the concepts & tools to be used.

EVALUATION:

a)       Exercise & Presentations                       15%

b)       Mid-Term                                                  25%

c)       End-Term                                                  35%

d)       Final Project including PRA Exercise    25%

Interviews and discussions with participants will be corrections features.


BEST OF LUCK!

