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Course Description
Research methodology has primarily three components viz. exploratory, experimental, and descriptive. The choice of research methodology depends on the philosophy of research. The identified research methodology determines research design, and leads to the methods used. This course focuses on the exploratory methodologies of research, involving analysis of information collected from different sources. The course aims to provide a basic understanding of the term ‘exploration’from the perspective of doctoral research.The course focuses on exploring initial questions which can lead to the research gap.
Learning Outcomes 
· Be able to make effective exploration.

· Be able to conceptualize his Ph.D. work.
· Be sensitive towards implications of his work for wider academia, industry and society.
Reading Articles:
1. Abrahamson, E. (1996). Management Fashion. Academy of Management.
2. Aken, J.E. (2004). Management research based on the Paradigm of the design sciences: the quest for tested and grounded technological rules. Journal of Management Studies
3. Corley KG , and Gioia, D.A. (2011). Building theory about theory building: what constitutes a theoretical contribution? Academy of Management Review
4. Godfrey PC, and Hill CWL (1995). The problem of unobservable in strategic management research.  Strategic Management Journal.
5. Heinze, et. al (2008). Organizational and institutional influences on creativity in scientific research. Research Policy.
6. Parkhe, A. (1993) "Messy" Research, Methodological Predispositions, and Theory Development in International Joint Ventures. The Academy of Management Review.
Steve Lawrence et. al (2001) .Persistence of Webreferences in scientific research.
7. Susan A. Lynham (2002). The General Method of Theory-Building Research in Applied Disciplines
8. Tijssen (2004) Is the commercialisation of scientific research affecting the production of public knowledge?: Global trends in the output of corporate research articles. Research Policy.

9. Van de Ven, A. H. 1989. Nothing is quite so practical as a good theory. Academy of Management Review, 14: 486-489.
10. Thesis works from other universities.
Evaluation

Group Task (Weightage 20%): 
Group is required to make a 3 slides presentation on ‘How to generate a reading list’?

Time allotted: 10 minutes per presentation 

Independent study/ Individual Assignment (Weightage 40%): 

Write a note on initiation of your doctoral journey. 

Last date of submission: December 31, 2016.
Comprehensive Examination Section (Weightage 40%)
Sample Question: Time 30 minutes: How to identify a research topic? 

Grading Policy:

As per the MoP.

Tentative Session Plan

	Session Number
	Topics/Activities

	1 
	Introduction to PhD research,

Setting the context and expectations

	2
	Meaning of exploratory research and its implications

Research in Science versus arts

Philosophy of science and its impact on the research activity

	3
	An overview of different kinds of PhD dissertation
Impact of research eco-system on PhD dissertation

	4
	Meaning of contribution to the field of knowledge

	5
	Theory, constructs, concepts, and facts

	6
	Literature review, referencing and problem identification

	7
	Doctoral Thesis Topic: Exploration and considerations in the research journey


Academic Integrity
Focus is on authenticity.
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