Firms, Markets, and Global Dynamics

 Assignment 1: Pre-course – due the first day of the term

Assignment 1 involves reviewing two articles of your choice from the weekly publication, "The Economist". Please follow these steps:
1. Refer to the recent issues – preferably of the last one year, but that is not a strict requirement – of  "The Economist". These are available in the library and online at www.economist.com
2. Choose any two articles – with at least one from any of the relatively recent issues. The main criterion being, your two chosen articles should have some significant thematic link. Additional criteria could be your own special interest, your familiarity with the issues, your future concerns, the quality of the articles, etc. 
3. Do a combined review of the two articles you have chosen. The length of your review should be about 1000 words.
4. The last date for the submission of the review is the first day of the term. You are encouraged to send the review sooner. Soft copy is fine, but only pasted into the email, not as an attachment. Please also paste the articles into the email.

The assignment, submitted on/before time, carries 10% weightage. You can register for the course even if you do not submit the assignment; you would of course lose the 10% weightage. More importantly, the assignment would help you orient towards the course which is cross-functional, and thus facilitate an informed choice. The idea is also to offer a glimpse of your own thinking on any of a varied set of issues concerning the course. Do be particular to offer the full citation wherever appropriate. Simply put, borrowing without citing takes the essay many notches below par; borrowing with citing could well take it much above.

Please feel free to email me (indranil@ximb.ac.in or vanashram@gmail.com) for any clarification.
