Why be moral?
Morality is most shapely opposed to mere selfishness.

*
Morality is “disinterested” while selfishness is devoted to immediate self- interest.

*
Morality   include at least some respect for rules and other people’s interest, while selfishness is concerned with these only in so far as they further one’s own interests.

*
Moral rules have some sort of universality and apply to every one, but selfishness is distinctively particular, concern with a single  person, oneself.

this sharp opposition between morality and selfishness leads to the problem of motivation i.e. if it is true that people do what they want to do and act according to their interests, then why (for what reason, by virtue of what motive) should people ever act against their interest as morality may sometimes require?

For example an apostle of selfishness will answer the question, why should one pay back a debt?  By saying that it is not because morality insists upon it or because of obligation (which is a moral motive), rather because of some personal gain. An apostle of selfishness says, all actions no matter how moral or heroic or apparently generous are motivated by self-interests.  All actions are ultimately selfish.

In a society where selfishness predominates, it preaches that “looking out for number one” and “taking care of oneself first”.

In the competitive world of business and careers, as well as the “all is fair” in worlds of love and war, this rationale can lead to outright rejection of moral rules.

But if this rationale predominates the word really becomes in the words of Thomas Hobbes, “a war of all against all”, in which life is “nasty, brutish and short”.  or as in popular Darwinism, as a “jungle” in which the only rule is “survival of the fittest”.

