Dear Sir/ Madam

The Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai is a premier institute in the field of social work and social development. It has pioneered Social work education in India since its inception in 1936 and is a Deemed university with a five start rating from the National Accredition and Assessment Committee (NAAC). The institute has a tradition of an active student community involved in various initiatives.

The Social Work Students Forum (SWSF), a student body on campus strives to provide an enhanced learning experience to all by transcending academic knowledge into field realities. In order to strive towards this the vast array of activities undertaken by the Social Work Students Forum (SWSF) include:

· Mohalla Bolta Hai (MBH): An open space for individuals to voice their opinions and raise issues of their concerns.

· Sameeksha: The Annual Academic Fest of SWSF to explore contemporary social issues and field realities.

· Common Interest Groups (CIGs): A Platform for students who feel strongly about an issue to come together and work on that issue. 

· Networking activities: An effort to provide an interface between activists, professional, different schools of social work and other voluntary organizations to harness their collective strengths.

· Field Action Projects: An opportunity for students to go beyond academic discussions and debates and carry forward their interest as actions in the nearby communities.

Sameeksha 2005, the annual academic fest of SWSF is scheduled for 7th-9TH January 2005. This year Sameeksha seeks to reach out to other universities and institutes in the country to make it a joint intellectual discourse where students from various streams and institutes can come together to take stock of emerging concepts and field realities.

We hereby extend an invitation to your esteemed institute to participate in Sameeksha and to make it a success. We request you to forward this invitation with details of events and participation rules at Sameeksha 2005 to all your departments and concerned authorities.

Looking forward to seeing you at Sameeksha 2005.

Regards

Social Work Students Forum (SWSF), TISS

SAMEEKHSA 2005: AN INTRODUCTION
The annual academic fest of the SWSF Sameeksha ‘takes stock’ of the field realities, contemporary issues and emerging social paradigms. It defines what is and what is not, what can be done and what cannot be done and crucially what needs to be done. 

At Sameeksha students, field practitioners, academicians and other like minded people come together to explore various themes. In the past Sameeksha has dealt with themes like the Green v/s Brown agenda, Polemics of Funding, Dynamics of Social Movements, Margins etc.

Theme for Sameeksha 2005 is ‘Spaces’


The proposed schedule for Sameeksha 2005 is as follows

	DAY
	DATE
	TIME
	ACTIVITY

	Friday
	7th Jan 2005
	6.00-8.00 p.m.
	Inaugural Session: Cultural evening

	Saturday
	8th Jan 2005
	10.00 a.m.

  -1.00 p.m.
	Symposium

	
	
	2.00- 4.00 p.m.
	Student Activities

	
	
	4.00-6.00 p.m.
	Panel Discussion

	Sunday
	8th Jan 2005
	10.00a.m.

-1.00 p.m.
	Student Paper Presentations

	
	
	2.00-4.00 p.m
	Student Activities

	
	
	4.00-6.00 p.m.
	Concluding Academic Session


* The specific themes and speakers for the symposium, panel discussion and academic sessions are in the process of being finalized. Some of the tentative themes are:

· Social Work: Space for work, Working for Space?

· Striving for space: People’s testimonies

· Space in Culture: Creation or Constriction

· Systems and People: Conflict for Spaces

· Geography of Development-Underdevelopment

INVITATION FOR PARTICIPATION IN PAPER PRESENTATION AND STUDENT ACTIVITIES

PAPER PRESENTATIONS

Every year, paper presentations by students at Sameeksha seek to interpret the seminar theme in a manner chosen by the participants. This event is eagerly awaited each year as it provides a scope for varied interpretations and becomes a melting pot for diverse ideas to come other. Last year the total prize money for the event was Rs 20,000.

This year we invite students to explore the concept of ‘Spaces’ by interpreting them from various standpoints. The concept note of Sameeksha 2005, attached above can serve as a starting point for the same.

The rules and regulations for the event are listed below. Looking forward to receiving your entries.

Rules and Regulations:
· The paper is required to be submitted in the following format:

Font size – 12

Font Type – Arial

Line Spacing – 1.5

Word limit – 2500 (exclusive of cover page, annexure etc)

· No mention of the participant’s name or the institute’s name is to be made anywhere in the paper except on the cover page of the paper.

.

· Team Size = 2 Participants 

· There is no limit to the number of entries from a particular institute.

· The paper would be selected on the basis of the abstract. Last date for abstract submission is 5th November. 

· ABSTRACT SUBMISSION SHOULD ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING NORMS

1. Word limit for abstract 500 

2. 3 hard copies (to the address given below)

3. Soft copy to be mailed swsf@tiss.edu/   tiss_sameeksha@hotmail.com/
    tiss_sameeksha2005@yahoo.co.in

4. Criteria for abstract selection: conceptual clarity,

     Innovativenss and alternative perspective.

5. A cover page must be attached with Participant’s name, Institute’s Name, Contact Address & email ID.

· A confirmation mail will be sent to the participants on receipt of the hard copies or the soft copy of the abstract.

· The finalists will be intimated by 27th November by post along with details about the final presentation.

· The finalists selected by the panel of judges will be invited to make their final presentations on 9th January.

· Arrangements for the accommodation of the finalists will be made by the Social Work Students Forum (T.I.S.S).  Prior information regarding number of participants has to be sent to make accommodation arrangement. Travel expenses have to be borne by the participants themselves.

If any further clarification is required, please mail us at swsf@tiss.edu/   tiss_sameeksha@hotmail.com /tiss_sameeksha2005@yahoo.co.in
Please send your entries to the following address 

Social Work students forum

Ms Neha Trivedi

Tata Institute Of Social Sciences

P.O. Box 8313

Sion-Trombay Road (Opposite Deonar Bus Stand)

Deonar, Mumbai- 400 088

STUDENT ACTIVITIES.                                                  

This year’s Sameeksha also attempts to involve students at a greater level than ever before. While maintaining the academic nature and purpose of the festival, we have tried to incorporate such activities that will create space for creativity itself – an attempt that we hope will invite as much response from other institutions as ‘purely academic’ engagements do. Therefore, we are organizing a range of competitive events that include quizzing, crossword solving, face-painting, art using mixed media etc.

The schedule for student activities on the second and third days of Sameeksha  2005 is as follows:

	8th Jan 2005
	Registration for quiz


	12.45 p.m. -- 1.45 p.m.

	
	Preliminary round of Quiz
	2 p.m. – 2.30 p.m.

	
	Face-painting
	2.30 p.m. – 3 p.m.

	
	Quiz Finals
	3 p.m. – 4 p.m.

	9th Jan 2005
	Releasing Crossword
	12.45p.m. – 1 p.m.

	
	Submission of solved Crossword
	2.45 p.m.

	
	Mixed-media
	3 p.m. – 4 p.m.


Rules and Regulations:
Quiz:

· Each team must have 3 members, Maximum of two teams per institution may participate. 

· The prelims will be written and questions will be general (but social science related) in nature.

· Depending on the no. of teams registering and the quizmaster’s cut-off marks, the no. will be delimited for those proceeding to the final round. This will be conducted by a non-student quizmaster whose decision will be final in case of any contestable matters.

· The finals will also include specialized rounds on history, current affairs, geo-political issues and so on.

Face-painting:

· 2 member teams are invited for this event. No limit to the no of teams per insitute.

· Maximum creativity is encouraged using the materials provided.

· Themes will revolve around the central theme of Sameeksha 2005, i.e ‘Spaces’. These will be provided in the form of one-liners, phrases, and such like

Crossword:

· No limit on the no. of persons per institution participating.

· The time limit and submission deadline will not be extended under any circumstances.

· Only one prize for fully solved crossword.

     In the event that:

a) We receive more than one fully solved crossword by the deadline, the prize money will be evenly distributed amongst the concerned participants.

b) We don’t receive any fully solved crossword, the person having solved the most clues (but not less than 75%) will be recipient of the prize; which would similarly be equally shared between more than person solving the highest no. of clues.

Mixed-Media:

· 2 member teams only, any no. Per institution.

· Participants will be provided limited mixed materials with which to give concrete form to their interpretation of themes, again revolving around the theme of ‘Spaces’.

· However, participants are encouraged to be innovative and use any other commonly available material on campus (e.g. dry leaves, twigs, feathers etc.) to add to their creations. 

· All resultant creations will be displayed in common spaces on campus, as far as possible and if the participants don’t otherwise desire.

We hope to provide a refreshing and more participatory change for students through these activities slotted between academic sessions and paper presentation etc. We also hope, therefore, to receive an enthusiastic, innovative response from the team of students from your esteemed institution, and a lively, fulfilling interaction between representatives of campuses across the country. 

To facilitate the process of organizing this section we request you to inform us by e-mail the extent of participation in each of the above activities by your institution by 7th Dec 2004 to the email addresses mentioned below

Looking forward to your participation at Sameeksha 2005

Warm Regards,

Social Work Students Forum

Contact Us At:

Social Work Students Forum

Tata Institute Of Social Sciences

P.O. Box 8313

Sion-Trombay Road (Opposite Deonar Bus Stand)

Deonar, Mumbai- 400 088

Website:
www.tiss.edu/swsf
Email:
swsf@tiss.edu / tiss_sameeksha@hotmail.com / tiss_sameeksha2005 @yahoo.co.in

Tel:
022-2556 2389-96
Extn: 274/332                                                                                                                                                               







Spaces…. spaces are categories of mind, methods of appearing and streams of creating.. of identities, selves, structures and places





Spaces are not only ‘a plural’; they are pluralities of passions, possibilities and existence. They are constructed by ‘I-thou’ processes that involve a constant stepping out of boundaries





Itself the outcome of past actions, spaces is also what permits fresh actions to occur. Sameeksha 2005 is an attempt to unravel ‘who’ produces spaces, of what kinds, how, why and most importantly for whom or for what.





We invite you to this space available to us to question, debate and transform issues by bringing them into sharper focus. To shape ‘spaces’ and critically examine not only the history of production of spaces but also the geography of its occurrence.





Sameeksha 2005, an endeavour to refine, define and redefine spaces.





(The process of production of this space was aided by – Henri Lefebvre’s “ The Production of Space”- translated by Donald Nicholson Smith)


























