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In 1991 the Indian Union started a process of integration within the new international economic order, characterised by the rise of neoliberalism.


Orissa, historically one of the Indian states mostly affected by severe poverty though richly endowed with natural resources, has enthusiastically endorsed the neo-liberal project, implementing all the relevant national policies related to it. In the last two decades, while the economic policy of the State of Orissa has been thus increasingly shaped  according to the neoliberal guidelines recommended by the Centre, the disturbing socio-economic scenario of the State has not changed significantly.


By adopting a political economy perspective, this analysis aims at investigating the dynamics of social dominance and social exclusion in Orissa in the course of the transition of the Indian Union towards the neoliberal order. 


More specifically, the seminar focuses on the socio-economic and political implications of the ongoing mineral resources privatization process, with particular attention to the nature and pattern of reproduction of the Orissan dominant stratum. The research aims on the one hand to tackle the question of class affiliation of this social stratum, tacking into account the fundamental role historically played by Orissa within the Indian Union as a supplier of raw materials to the pan-Indian. On the other hand the research aims at investigating the dynamics of social reproduction of the Orissa dominant stratum, taking into account the deployment of local, pan-Indian and global capitalistic dynamics. 

It will be argued that the current scenario supports the proposition according to which the unfolding of neoliberal dynamics in Orissa opened the way for the creation of new spaces of social reproduction for the local dominant stratum and, with them, for the reproduction of old relations of power and social dominance in the State.

After assessing the major outcomes of this research work, further research lines will be outlined, in relation to the impact of neoliberal policies on the Orissan labouring poor. The issue of the creation of social spaces of  reproduction of fragmented labour classes affected by high level of poverty – or, which a definition borrowed by Henry Bernstein, of ‘classes of labour’ – will be raised. 
