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Abstract
In my PhD project I look at different forms of civic engagement with small-scaled hydro electric schemes in India. 
To research this empirically I identified two case study scenarios, one is along the Tungabhadra River in Karnataka the other is in Orissa’s  Eastern Ghats region. 
Promoted as a renewable energy technology, which converts the flow of water into electricity, small-scaled hydro electric plants figure in two dominant debates in India.  Mainly run by private companies small-scale hydro electric schemes seem to be a lucrative investment and contribute to meet the increasing demand of power, especially of the  the urban areas and industries. In a much smaller power capacity version small-scale hydro electric schemes figure in efforts of rural electrification in which providing power is linked to socio-economic development. My case studies relate to these two salient debates.

For my empirical data collection I follow an ethnographic approach, conducting qualitative, semi-structured interviews with different stakeholders, including farmers, Gram Panchayat members, hydel developers, NGO implementers and funding organizations. 
A normative as well as an empirical-analytical concern underpin my research. On the one hand I aim to stress the importance that people can express their say in the development and design of technologies, which affect their lives. My work can thus be seen as an argument for the democratization of technology. On the other hand my research constitutes an analytical contribution to the field by empirically detailing types of and variables shaping civic engagement with technology.
