India’s Foreign Policy- Status and Relevance
By Shri Arun Sahu
(Abstract)
Post World War II, the world experienced Cold War till 26 November 1991, the end of USSR. India’s independence in 1947 almost coincided with this development. It was only natural for States then to be pulled by the gravitation of alignment. However, Pundit Nehru could visualise the importance of non-alignment, regional cooperation and ‘enlightened self-interest’. The end of the Cold War accelerated the processes of globalization. India underwent profound internal change during this period. With global trade in goods and services exceeding US$ 330 billion, our needs from the world changed, so did our stake in global affairs. The threat of terrorism, new security challenges have provided us opportunity to be an active member of the global decision making process.
One naturally wonders why the foreign policy of a developing country like India matters to the world. It is because it is the fastest growing economy along with China in the visualised Asian Century. It is the largest democracy of the world. It is secular. It faces so called daunting ‘new security challenges’. It is surrounded by neighbours that are critical to global security. It is a nuclear power. It is adjacent to the epicentre of global terrorism and the nuclear Wal Mart.
The talk and discussion would attempt to throw some light on these aspects of India’s foreign Policy.
